You Are Called
Begin with Video: If I were to ask you what God has called you to do specifically, what would you answer? My guess is that most of us don’t really think in those terms. Oh, we know that God would like us to do something for him in a general sense but most of us are pretty sure that we have not been called to do anything specific. At least that is what our actions would suggest. We are pretty comfortable. We are comfortable because of a mistake that the church has made for many years. The Big mistake is that over time the church has given the impression that the main thing that Jesus wants from us is that we would come to church and give our money. What Jesus has called each one of us to do is something very much more complex, but at the same time very much more meaningful. This is what Paul says about our calling in his letter to the Ephesians. 
[bookmark: 2][bookmark: 3][bookmark: 4][bookmark: 5][bookmark: 6]Ephesians 4:1-6 “I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit--just as you were called to one hope when you were called-- one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.” There are not a lot of specifics here except that he calls us to humility and gentleness, patience and being able to bear with one another in love. And then he goes on to talk about Unity; specifically keeping unity in the body of Christ by proclaiming one Lord, one faith, one baptism. There is no doubt about it you were called to something more than this. 
[bookmark: 17][bookmark: 18][bookmark: 19][bookmark: 20]This is how Jesus called people as he began his ministry. Mark 1:16-18 “As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. "Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you fishers of men." At once they left their nets and followed him.” The calling that Jesus gave to his first disciples in the beginning is what we call a universal calling for people who would follow Jesus. That means that whether you recognize it or not you have been called to serve in the ministry of your Lord Jesus Christ. You! You are called. I have been called to ministry in a vocational sense and you may or may not be called to that kind of ministry but there is no question about it, one way or the other, you have been called. The question is how are you going to respond? As we work toward our GIC this year that is going to be our theme. “Respond to the Call”. Next week we have a guest speaker coming who is going to talk to you about how he responded to God’s call in his life. When we get to the GIC we will have people talking about how they have responded to God’s call. How are you going to respond?  
If you asked most Christian people in the United States what they are looking for in a church what do you think they would say? I know there are many and varied answers but the fact is that many of them boil down to something like, “I want a church that will meet my needs.” So people are looking for a church where the music meets their needs, and the pastor’s messages meet their needs, and the Sunday school program meets their needs, and the youth program meets their needs, and the fellowship meets their needs, and the friendliness of the congregation meets their needs, etc. I understand some of that because I have been in situations myself where aspects of church life did not meet my needs, and I think it is normal for that to be a part of the thought process when you are looking for a church. That is, to a certain extent. The problem comes when wanting the church to meet our needs supersedes our need to serve Jesus Christ the one who has made our salvation possible.
[bookmark: 26][bookmark: 27][bookmark: 28]Because Jesus made it very clear in the Bible that he had not come into the world to be served by people but to call all people to service in his name. In the gospel of Matthew we hear the story of the mother of James and John came to Jesus and asked him a favor. She wanted her son’s to be Jesus right and left hand guys, his main deputies and confidants. But Jesus told them no. Later on some of the other disciples got wind of what these two brothers had asked and were really miffed about it. So Jesus called them all together and spoke to them. Matthew 20:20-28 "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave-- just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." 
He is basically telling them that there are not going to be any of you who are going to be able to call the shots from a throne and have the others bow down to you. That’s not the way it works in God’s kingdom. In this outfit each of you is called to service. And those who want to be considered the best are the ones who serve everyone else. Jesus did not come to be served and he did not intend that his church would become a place where his followers were served. Instead he envisioned the church to be a place where people would learn about him because of the service of his followers and as they learned to serve others they would spread his love and grace across the world. 
In his book “Forming Christian Disciples” David Watson suggests that our lack of response to the call of God in our lives has something to do with our theology. In particular he is pointing to the doctrine of justification. This is how he describes Justification: “The freedom of the individual believer to be forgiven and reconciled with God through Jesus Christ, with no other intermediary. It proclaims to each and every person that salvation is by grace alone, and that the only condition of this gracious salvation is to receive it by faith. It assures each sinner of the supreme privilege of standing before God, acceptable again as part of the divine family. Through the merits of Jesus Christ, our relationship with God is restored, and the Holy Spirit enters our lives with grace and power.” He goes on to say that the problem with this doctrine is that we can focus on it so intensely that we become distracted from the purpose behind our justification. We have been called by Jesus to join him in the unfinished task of drawing all people to himself and bringing a foretaste of his kingdom into being here on earth. 
	God’s plan is that the entire world would be submitted to him. The key to Christian discipleship is an awareness that we have this privilege of justification for a purpose. We have been given this grace for a reason. It is free to us and there is nothing that we can do to deserve it, but once we have it we are called to be part of God’s work to change the world. That is your calling. 
	In the Old Testament when God originally calls Abraham he says that Abraham would be blessed, and he would be a great nation, have many children, and inherit a great land. And the reason that was given for this great blessing was not that Abraham was the best guy he could find and so he deserved so many privileges. He didn’t give this gift to Abraham so that out of all the people on the earth he would be seen as the one who was most favored by God. He was chosen because he was obedient. It says that he was blessed to be a blessing.
The same is true for our faith. We have salvation by grace through faith, and through faith alone. But we have this gift for a reason. It is now our purpose to obediently carry out Jesus’ mission in the world.
In his sermon titled "Think Hard, Stay Humble," Francis Chan tells the following story about a man named Vaughn who radiated the love of Christ to everyone around him: A few years ago, a missionary came to our church and told a beautiful story about sharing the gospel with a remote tribe in Papua New Guinea. At the end of the story this missionary said, "I should really give the credit to Vaughn, my former youth pastor who loved me and inspired me to live for Christ and share the gospel with others." The next week another guy came to our church and he challenged us to start sponsoring kids living in poverty. The second speaker also concluded by saying, "I'm involved in this ministry because of my youth pastor, a guy named Vaughn." I found out those guys were from the same youth group!
Then the next week another speaker named Dan told us about his ministry at a rescue mission in the inner city of L.A. After Dan's talk, I casually mentioned, "It was so weird: the last two weeks both of our speakers mentioned how much impact their youth pastor, Vaughn, had on them." Dan looked surprised and then he told me, "I know Vaughn. He's a pastor in San Diego now, and he takes people into the dumps in Tijuana where kids are picking through the garbage. I was just with Vaughn in Tijuana. We would walk in the city, and these kids would run up to him, and he would show such deep love and affection for them. He'd hug them and have gifts and food for them. He'd figure out how to get them showers. Francis, it was eerie: the whole time I was walking with Vaughn, I kept thinking, If Jesus was on earth, I think this is what it would feel like to walk with him. He just loved everyone he ran into, and he would tell them about God. People were just drawn to his love and affection." And then Dan said this, "The day I spent with Vaughn was the closest thing I've ever experienced to walking with Jesus."
Hearing this made me think, Would anyone in their right mind say that about me? Would anyone say that about you? … As I thought about all this, I prayed, "Lord, that's what I want. I don't want to be the best speaker in the world. That doesn't matter. I don't want to be the most intelligent person on the planet. That's not what I want to be known for. I want to be known for someone saying, "Wow, he's a lot like Jesus." 
You have been called. You have been called to serve God through your local church so that this is a place where people who are seeking God can come and know him and receive his forgiveness. To that end, every time you walk into this building for services you are a representative of Christ. If you see someone you don’t know, whose responsibility is it to make sure they feel welcome? [Yours] That is why we are here. We are here to give thanks for the salvation we have received and to worship Jesus who is the author of that salvation but we are also here to carry on his mission.
And we also need to remember that his mission is not just about this building. You are also called to more than that. We have been given this gift of forgiveness for a purpose. You are blessed to be a blessing to the world. You have been called to move out of where you are comfortable and make a difference in the world in Jesus’ name. It is interesting to note that in his ministry Jesus did not just sit still in one location. He traveled around in order to find the people who really needed him. He went looking for them he didn’t sit and wait until they came into his building. 
That is why we have a Global Impact Celebration each year. To remind ourselves that we are called beyond these walls to make an impact in the world in Jesus’ name. We are called like Tim and Miki, we are called like Kris and Gary, we are called like the 12 members of our youth group to go out in the Jesus’ name to make a difference. 
Along with Paul I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Don’t think of church as a place to snuggle up in an easy chair, eating popcorn as you watch the show. That’s not what this is about. Jesus came into this world to serve others, not to be served. And he calls you his disciples to the same kind of ministry. How are you going to respond to the call?
We have 16 people so far participating in short term mission trips this year, ranging in age from 12 to 70. In a couple of weeks you are going to meet an amazing lady named Ann Fort who started going on mission trips to Africa when she was in her 70’s. She is now in her 80’s and she is going back this summer for the 13 time. What about you? It is great that you know Jesus Christ and that you are saved by grace through faith, that is the good news that we all celebrate. But you were saved for a purpose, to partner with Jesus in completing His mission to bring this good news to the entire world. You are called, how will you respond?
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