Surrender
Here's some good news: if you're like most people, you're way above average—at almost everything. Psychologists call this the state of "illusory superiority." (It's also called "The Lake Wobegone Effect," from Garrison Keillor's fictional Minnesota town where "all the women are strong, all the men are good looking, and all the children are above average.") It simply means that we tend to inflate our positive qualities and abilities, especially in comparison to other people.
Numerous studies have confirmed this tendency to overestimate ourselves. For instance, when researches asked a million high school students how well they got along with their peers, none of the students rated themselves below average. As a matter of fact, 60 percent of students believed they were in the top 10 percent; 25 percent rated themselves in the top one percent. You'd think college professors might have more self-insight, but they were just as biased about their abilities. Two percent rated themselves below average; 10 percent were average and 63 were above average; while 25 percent rated themselves as truly exceptional.
Of course this is statistically impossible. One researcher summarized the data this way: "It's the great contradiction: the average person believes he/she is a better person than the average person." Christian psychologist Mark McMinn contends that the "Lake Wobegone Effect" reveals our pride. He writes, "One of the clearest conclusions of social science research is that we are proud. We think better of ourselves than we really are, we see our faults in faint black and white rather than in vivid color, and we assume the worst in others while assuming the best in ourselves." 
It is hard for us to understand sometimes why Jesus’ disciples would be standing around talking about who among them was the greatest. When we hear that they were worried about who was, the best, in the kingdom of heaven we can get a little bent out of shape wondering how these people who were with Jesus could be so self-centered. And yet research shows that the average person today considers themselves way above average. But that is not really the truth is it?
The video that we just saw is a pretty good picture of most of us. We like to call Jesus Lord and we are happy to identify ourselves with the Christian community and the lifestyle that goes along with it, but when it comes to actually listening to what Jesus tells us to do we hesistate to surrender ourselves quite that much. If Jesus tells us to quit our job we may be happy to do that because we don’t like our job, but if we are asked to forgive someone who has wronged us that is a little bit harder. We like to think we are better than that but the truth is that when it comes to our lives we have a hard time surrendering to God. 
This last weekend we were washing the cars. The kids have gotten to the point where they want to drive. So after the cars were washed I let them move them around and park them in the garage. They are reminding me with amazing frequency that their time is comeing, soon they will be able to drive. In some ways I am happy about that because it would be a relief to have another driver in the house but I also approach that with a lot of fear. Right now the car I drive is my car and I go where I want. Now when everyone is riding with me there is invariably someone who will ask, “Why are you going this way?” And though I may not say it out loud my answer inside is “This is my car, these are my keys and I am going my way.” It is a big moment in your life when you hand someone else the keys. Up until now, I've been driving. I choose the destination. I choose the route. I choose the speed. You're in the drive-along seat. But if we are to change seats, if you're going to drive, I have to trust you. It's all about control. Whoever is in this seat is the person in control. It used to be that Sue and I were the only one’s in the driver’s seat but it is clear that everybody in my family wants to sit in the driver's seat. That is the way life works. And in order for that to happen there is going to have to be a measure of surrender on my part.
The scripture lesson that we read this morning gives us, I believe, great insight into the mental and emotional struggle that we have, when we say that we will follow Jesus, that we will allow him to be in control. Because in order to follow Jesus we have to allow him to be in the driver’s seat. 
[bookmark: 3][bookmark: 4]So when his disciples come to him asking, “who is the greatest in the kingdom of Heaven?” he gives them this picture. Matthew 18:2-4 “He called a little child and had him stand among them. And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” So Jesus relates the position of a child to the person who will really succeed in grasping His kingdom. You have to become like a child. Now children then were not people who were in the driver’s seat for anything. They didn’t make decision about their life, they didn’t decide where they would go or what they would do, they were told to do things and they did them. Their world was a world of total surrender. If you did not surrender you were likely to face a very difficult road in life. They had to trust their family and surrender in order to go forward.
In the same way Jesus is saying if you want to really grasp this kingdom I am talking about you are going to have to go from the driver’s seat to the ride along seat.  So here's the question: Who's driving your life? Have you ever surrendered it? Is Jesus just in the car? Be honest now. Is he just doing a ride-along or is he driving? Have you ever said to him, "All right, Lord, I am now giving you the keys of my life"? Jesus is clear about this. There is no way for a human being to come to God that does not involve surrender. 
We find statements in Jesus' teaching like this one from Matthew: "Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it" Matt. 10:39. Or Jesus puts it this way another time: "I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds" John 12:24. Or he puts it another way: "Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me" Matt. 16:24. 
Surrender is not the same thing as being passive. Part of God's will for your life is that you be active, make choices, be creative, that you initiate and take responsibility. It is not at all the same thing as passivity. It does not mean being a doormat. It doesn't mean that you allow other people to walk all over you. It doesn't mean that you accept circumstances fatalistically. In fact, if you fully surrender your life, if you become a holy, devoted follower of Jesus, often it will require courage in fighting the status quo. 
It does not mean that you cease to use your mind, ask questions, or think critically. It is not a crutch for weak people who cannot handle life. Surrender is the glad and voluntary acknowledgement that there is a God and it is not me. His purposes are wiser than my purposes, and his desires are better than my desires. Jesus does not come to rearrange the outside of my life the way I want it to be. He comes to rearrange the inside of my life the way God wants it to be. In surrender, I let go of my life. 
This is a revolution of the soul where we let go of what we thought we were supposed to become, that is drivers, and get comfortable becoming what God wants us to become ride alongs. I am no longer at the center of the universe. I say to him, "I yield. I let go. I will do what you say, whatever it is. I will obey your Word. I am not driving my life anymore." That's what we're talking about today, and I know, this is a hard word. 
Most of the time we are glad to have Jesus in the car; but we turn to him and say, “just remember, it's my car. These keys are my keys. The way is my way, but you're welcome to be in the car.” 
A lot of people find Jesus handy to have in the car as long as he's in the ride-along seat, because something may come up where they require his services. Jesus, I have a health problem, and I need some help. There's something going on at work, and I'd like it to be different. I'm feeling some anxiety, and I would like your peace of mind. I'm feeling a little sad; I would like some of your hope. I'm facing death one day; I want to make sure I'm getting into heaven. I want you in the car, but I'm not so sure I want you driving. 
If Jesus is driving, I'm not in charge of my life anymore. If he's driving, I'm not in charge of my wallet anymore. If I put him in control then it's no longer a matter of giving some money now and then when I'm feeling generous or when more of it is coming into my life. Now, it's his wallet. It's scary. 
If Jesus is driving, I'm not in charge of my ego anymore. I no longer have the right to satisfy every self-centered ambition. No, it's his agenda. It's his life. Now, I'm not in charge of my mouth anymore. I don't get to gossip, flatter, cajole, deceive, rage, intimidate, manipulate, exaggerate. I get out of the driver's seat and hand the keys over to him. I'm fully engaged. In fact, I'm more alive than I've ever been before, but it's not my life anymore. It's his life. 
Craig C. had been an alcoholic for more than a dozen years. He'd lost everything he had, including his wife and son, because of  his selfishness and addiction. Things began to change after he gave his life to Christ, but he still fell regularly into his old habits. It didn't help that he'd lost his high-paying job and was clerking at a local grocery store that was well stocked with all his favorite drinks. After a few years of going back and forth between Christ and the bottle, he finally cut the ties, and, out of obedience to Christ, quit his job.
With no income and hoping only in Christ, he was in desperate condition. After an interview with a sheet metal company down the street from his new church, he cried out to God. "God, if you give me this job I will give you my first paycheck." Surprisingly, he got the job.
He clearly remembers the day when he got his first paycheck. Stacks of bills needed to be paid. He was penniless but determined, and he endorsed it over to the church and walked it to the church office without waiting for the Sunday offering. That was the moment, he says, that changed his life because now he understood what it meant to trust God.
As of today, Craig has been sober for 25 years, he's a manager at that sheet metal company, and he serves as an elder at his local church. 
We think we are better that we really are. We believe that we are prepared to sit in the driver’s seat, we have paid our dues and we have reached maturity so that we can drive. But then we find out that our king is asking us to voluntarily regress metaphorically speaking. He is clear that we can drive but he knows that it will not get us where we want to go. He knows that we can try to steer our own course but that we will inevitably loose our way. And so he invites us to ride shotgun. We still have to pay attention, we are still part of the action, we are still needed for his different projects in the world it is just that now instead of going where we want to go and doing what we want to do we have to once again ask for a ride. Instead of saying, Lord, take me here or take me there, we say Lord, where would you like to take me today? 
Our theme for this month leading up to the GIC is respond to the call. There is no sense in which we can respond to the call of God in our lives while we are still sitting in the driver’s seat. So here is the question: who's in the driver's seat? Have you fully surrendered your life to Jesus? Jesus will be relentless about this; he was in his day. A woman gets caught in adultery, and Jesus says, "I don't condemn you. Now go. Sin no more." Surrender your sexuality to me, your habits, your thoughts, your actions. If you need help with that, if you need to bring that into the light with some other people as part of your surrender, then you do that, whatever it takes. You surrender. 
A lot of times it's around money. A rich, young ruler comes to Jesus, and Jesus knows this is a place where he needs to surrender. So he tells him, "I want you to surrender your wallet to me." He won't do it. Zacchaeus volunteers, "Half of everything I own, I'm going to give to the poor, and I'm going to pay back everybody I cheated four times over." 
Maybe it's in your relationships. Has anybody here ever tried to control another person, like a spouse? Maybe it's a grudge, maybe it's an attitude, maybe it's a habit, or maybe it's a job. If you struggle with this, Jesus will help you, because he understands your struggle. He knelt down in a garden and said, "God, I don't want this. I don't want the cross. I don't want the weight. I don't want the burden. I don't want the shame. I don't want the pain. I don't want the death. I don't want it. But not my will. Yours be done. Father, you drive. I'll pay the cost." 
Have you ever done that? This is your day. Maybe you have yielded your life to God, but there is some area that you're hanging onto. Maybe you have never said to God, "God, it's not just that I believe in you, but I want you to drive. I want to surrender my life to you. I don't want to be in control anymore." Maybe you want to say to him, "Lord, my time, my money, my will, my future, my desires—I want to hand them to you. I want to surrender to you. I want you to be my leader. I want you to be my Lord." If that is you today then join me in prayer right now.
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