Jesus Is The Light!

We are in our fifth week in our series on The Christian Identity. We have been using the Gospel of John to work out clues to how Christ followers look and act. This week we are headed into an aspect of the Christian Identity that is shrouded in mystery. We are dealing with something that has no clear or invariable external indications. There is no concrete external signal showing us that a person has it or doesn’t have it. What we are talking about here is the knowledge and clear understanding that Jesus is the light of the world and the source of all truth. This kind of enlightenment is a part of the Christian Identity but it cannot be acquired by the fulfillment of a rite. 
It's amazing what some people will do to be spiritual. On September 18, 2003, Genshin Fujinami, 44, a Buddhist priest nicknamed the "Marathon Monk," finished a seven-year, 24,800-mile journey in the Hiei Mountains of Japan. It was intended to be a trek to enlightenment.
Once a monk starts this journey he must finish or kill himself. According to an Associated Press article, for the first three years the pilgrim must rise at midnight for 100 consecutive days to pray and run 18 miles per day, stopping 250 times to pray along the way. During the next two years, he must up his schedule to 200 days. In the fifth year the pilgrim must sit and chant mantras for nine days without food, water, or sleep in a trial called doiri, or "entering the temple." In the sixth year, he must walk 37.5 miles every day for 100 days. In the seventh year, he must run 52.5 miles for 100 days, 18 miles for another 100 days, and then complete a 234-mile trek back to his home base.
Even that would not be enough to find God, according to the Bible. No matter how arduous one's efforts, no one can atone for sin or find fellowship with God by human effort. Jesus Christ made the only journey that mattered.
Joining the church does not guarantee that you receive the enlightenment Jesus offered. Volunteering in the church doesn’t show that you believe this deeply. It is not predictable and you cannot reliably give this gift to another person. It simply happens…. Some people get it and some don’t and why it works that way is a deep mystery. And the crux of the matter is not that God’s actions are mysterious or variable, but that the response of humans who encounter him is utterly unpredictable.
Back in chapter 8 of John Jesus begins verse 12 saying, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." What he is saying is that he holds the truth of what life and creation is all about. He alone understands how God really intended us to live and act toward each other and he has come to share that with a world that is so often separated into light and dark, good and evil and judged on conditions that we have largely made up on our own. 
The Pharisees take exception to this statement and all through the rest of chapter eight Jesus argues with them about who is right and who is wrong, who knows the truth and who only thinks they know the truth. What we come to see in this is that the Pharisees are so tied into their own understanding and their own ways of thinking that even if God came and stood in front of them and told them they were wrong they would not be willing to let go of what they know and allow him to teach them the truth. 
These people who were supposed to be people of God were the very people who were alienated from God totally. The alienation here goes so deep that when you read chapter 8 there does not seem like there is any “light” in this situation at all. How is there going to be any good outcome when the gulf between God and humanity is so huge?
That is really a question for us today isn’t it? I admit that I sometimes look at our world and wonder if there is really any hope for it. There are so many things that are broken. Our institutions are broken, our political systems are broken, and our lives are often broken. None of this can really be blamed on outside influences or circumstances. The root of the problem is that people are alienated from God and are doing things their own way and for their own purposes. But the point of this story today is that even when things look hopeless, God’s light is still with us and is still available. Though it is sometimes more accessible to those who seem the least likely to receive it than it is to those who would seem to have the inside track.
The story begins with the man who was born blind. A person who was born with some kind of illness like this was assumed to either be a sinner himself or his parents did something wrong to cause such a curse from God. Things like this didn’t just happen by accident. But Jesus sets that whole argument aside saying that his man was born this way so that God’s light might be revealed in and through him. So this bad thing that happened was an opportunity for God’s light to shine into the world. 
Jesus proceeds to heal the man. He spits on the ground makes mud, puts in on his eyes and tells him to go wash. The man is healed. God’s light has shone into the world in the most unlikely place. And yet even in the midst of the shining light of God there is confusion and hurt and alienation. Darkness persists because not everyone is really ready to receive the light of God. Most of us would rather remain in darkness, than to chance the light and trust in it. 
The Pharisees are exposed to the light of God but they have a hard time seeing it. Jesus healed a man they considered a sinner. If the light of God were to be revealed to any one surely it would be people like them who were really ready to see it. They were the most prepared because they were the ones who followed Gods rules so closely. At the same time this light of God came in the form of work on the Sabbath, which they did not believe was possible. John 9:16 "This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath." Even though something incredible just happened to them they were not willing to see God’s light. Remember that I said a couple of weeks ago that following God is a matter of choice. They weren’t willing to make that choice.
The bystanders were all there watching when the light of God came into their little corner of the world but you can see that it was received differently by different people. Some were more than willing to see God’s light for what it was. They recognized the man born blind as someone who had been miraculously healed. And yet some in the crowd were skeptics from the beginning. When they were arguing over whether the person in front of them was the man born blind or someone who looked like him, some said. John 9:9 “Others said, "No, he only looks like him.”
Then there were the man’s parents. They clearly saw the light of God in their world. This son of theirs who had been born unable to see was standing in front of them able to see and navigate in the world for the first time. They were unwilling to admit that light had come into their world because to admit that was going to cost them. John 9:22“For already the Jews had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the synagogue.”Can you imagine seeing the light of the world in your presence and yet being too scared or too complacent to admit that you have seen it and that you believe in it?  
[bookmark: 36][bookmark: 37][bookmark: 38]And finally there is the man who is healed himself. I give him a lot of credit. He knew God’s light in a profound way, but he could have wormed his way out of any controversy by just playing dumb. Instead the more he is pushed the more he comes to recognize the depth and power of the light that has come in his life. At first when asked where Jesus is he says, John 9:12 "I don't know."  Later when he was asked what he had to say about Jesus he responded by saying, John 9:17 "He is a prophet." Finally, after the Pharisees had thrown him out of the synagogue Jesus came to the man and asked, John 9:35 "Do you believe in the Son of Man?" John 9:36 "Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so that I may believe in him." Jesus said, "You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you." Then the man said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him.
It would have been easy in the face of the difficulties he encountered to simply shrug his shoulders, admit to nothing and walk away. He could have lived by the motto: don’t get involved and nothing bad can happen to you. Don’t take a stand and no one will hassle you, and you can live your life in peace. 
But when you see the light of the world a Christian cannot be silent about it or inactive. We are called to look for these openings and then dive in with everything we have. We are called to take risks to point out the light and to share openly our faith and belief in that light. God’s light coming into the world is not about us simply knowing it is there and keeping silent. It is about becoming enlightened enough to understand that God’s light is in the world and it is our job to constantly remind people it is there and in fact insist on its presence, its power, and it’s supreme authority for our lives. 
Ghassan Thomas leads one of the few public Christian churches that emerged in Baghdad after Saddam Hussein was taken out of power. Soon after they came out into the public His congregation put a sign on their building that said "Jesus Is the Light of the World." Soon after that the church was raided by bandits. They didn’t take much but they broke things up and made a mess and then left behind a threat on a piece of cardboard. It read: "Jesus is not the light of the world, Allah is, and you have been warned." The note was signed "The Islamic Shiite Party." Pastor Ghassan had to make a choice. How was he going to respond to this? He could go into hiding. He could take down the sign and give in to the darkness. He could quit all together and live a peaceful life. But his identity as a Christ follower caused him to make another choice.
In response, Pastor Ghassan loaded a van with children's gifts and medical supplies—which were in critically short supply following the American invasion—and drove to the headquarters of the Islamic Shiite Party. After presenting the gifts and supplies to the sheikh, Ghassan told the leader, "Christians have love for you, because our God is a God of love." He then asked permission to read from the Bible. Ghassan turned to Jesus' words in John 8, "I am the light of the world." He then showed the cardboard note to the sheikh. The Muslim leaders, were blown away by Pastor Thomas's actions and they apologized.
"This will not happen again," [the sheikh] vowed. "You are my brother. If anyone comes to kill you, it will be my neck first." The sheikh later attended Pastor Thomas's ordination service at the church.
This is the truth: We think we know what is right. We have the propensity to get it wrong. When we get it wrong darkness spread over our world, light is dimmed in the eyes of humanity, hope wains. In order to get it right we have to humble ourselves and listen to the one who really is the light of the world. We need to claim his light, and proclaim it every time we see it, and never back down when someone wants to suggest that what we have seen could not possibly be the light of God. 
As Christians our identity is not wrapped up in what we believe, but in what we know Jesus believed. Our identity is not wrapped up in our truth but only in the truth of Jesus Christ. That is why we hold so tightly to the Bible and the scriptures because what we know about Jesus and his way of life and the lessons he taught is really the basis for our identity as Christ followers.  Christians see God’s light coming into the world in the most unlikely of places and to the most unlikely of people. Christians recognize the light for what it is and don’t live in uncertainty and unbelief. Christians are drawn to the light and act in ways that call attention to what God has done. Christians place total trust in Jesus as THE source of truth. There is no other. The man born blind gaining his sight is a metaphor for him gaining spiritual enlightenment. He was in darkness but he began to see God’s light in the world and soon came to place his trust and his life in the hands of that light.
It is not just that people are called here to move from darkness to the light, there is the added complication that we are prone to confuse the two. It is easy to claim one’s religious stance as light and not know that it is the dark. After all, when a person is born blind how would they know the difference. Since it is so hard to really know our true status it is best to claim nothing for ourselves. All sight, all truth, all knowledge belong to Jesus who is the light of the world. Sadly, there are some who acknowledge God’s light in the world and some who simply don’t get it.  What about you?
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