Jesus and His Glory
I don’t know if you think about your identity very often. I know I do not until I am faced with a situation where my identity is being scrutinized. When you travel overseas with a passport, often, along the way people are going to want to see that document and your identity is going to be scrutinized. They ask you who you are and what you have been doing and often times these days they just casually engage you in conversation about something connected your identity in order to see if they can catch you off guard. I had a woman in customs at the airport in Detroit talk to me for a couple of minutes about my middle name. I don’t think about or use my middle name often but it was my grandfather’s name and so when she was questioning it took me a second but I had something to tell her about where that name came from. It is part of my identity that I don’t think about often.
So there are some aspects of our identity that we are aware of but don’t think about, but there are also aspects of our identity that we have failed to really appropriate for our lives. We have an identity Crisis. I am talking about all of us. I know you know who you are but I think we have an identity crisis because we call ourselves Christians. What is our Identity as a follower of Christ?
What does a Christian look like? Do we dress a certain way? Do Christ followers have a particular kind of dress code that makes them visible, identifiable? How does a Christian talk? Is Jesus a part of every other sentence, do we have to say “praise the lord” 5 times a day in order to be identified as a Christ follower, do we have to pray out loud before the meal at our atheist friend’s house in order to be considered a Christian? How does a Christ follower act in Church? Do you have to raise your hands in worship in order to be recognized as a Christian? Do you have to sit quiet and somber in order to be considered a “True” Christian? Do you need to dance around in the Spirit or speak in special prayer languages in order to be identified as a Christian? What is the Christian identity?
In his book “Searching for God Knows What” Donald Miller illustrates his struggle for identity as a young man before he began to look to God for his identity. When he was in college he attended a lecture by the chairman of the American Debate Team, who was about 25 or so. The thing that impressed Miller was that this Guy seemed to attract a lot of girls because he was very rich and good-looking. The people at the school were going to videotape him talking about China, but the video camera was having trouble. So the chairman of the American Debate Team had to stand on the stage for about 20 minutes just waiting. So while he was standing there he decided to recite poetry. Apparently he recited some difficult poems like Kipling's The Vampire and parts of Longfellow's The Song of Hiawatha. Miller describes it this way: “He was very good at it and said the poems with the right spacing so it sounded like he was speaking beautiful spells, and all the girls in the audience were falling out of their chairs on account of their hearts were exploding in love for him. So then the people at the school got the camera working and the chairman of the American Debate Team gave his lecture about China, but the whole time I was sitting there, I wasn't thinking about China; rather, I was wondering how I could get my hands on some poetry books and start memorizing them right away, on account of how much the girls liked it when the chairman of the American Debate Team recited poems. What I really began to ponder, I suppose, was whether or not coming off as a smart guy who knows poems could be my identity, could be the thing that made me stand out in life.” What is your identity?
One aspect of the Gospel of John is that the writer is working to give his readers a clear picture of the identity of a Christ follower. Over the next several weeks we will be looking to this gospel for signs of the Christian Identity. Our focus scripture this week is about Jesus’ first miracle at a wedding in Cana. Now, at first glance you may ask what this has to do with Christian identity, but as we dig in I think you will begin to get a little different picture.
The situation at the wedding is set up because some of the guests were either not able or not willing to bring a gift with them to the wedding. You see in those days if you came as a guest your gift to the couple was that you would bring with you some of your wine to help with the party. There are some people who believe that Jesus and his disciples were so poor that they did not bring a gift and that is what made the wine run out too soon. Too many people not enough wine, makes for a very bad wedding. 
So when Mary tells Jesus about this lack of wine she may have been reminding him that because he and his disciples didn’t bring a wedding gift it has left their host in a very difficult and embarrassing situation. And you likely remember what Jesus did. He told the servants to fill six jars that had been used for ceremonial washing with water and then take some to the master of the banquet so that he can taste it. The wine is so good that the master of the banquet can’t believe that they didn’t have this wine to drink early on before everyone got drunk. And the last sentence of the passage tells us really why this story is included in the Gospel of John. John 2:11 “He thus revealed his glory, and his disciples put their faith in him.”
How Did Jesus reveal his glory? And how does that connect to our identity as Christ followers. First of all this act demonstrates that Jesus has come to replace the Jewish ceremonial religion with something much better. The stone jars that were sitting there were not used by coincidence. They were there because all good Jews would need to ceremonially cleanse themselves before participating in the wedding feast. If you are having a lot of guests you would need more than just one so that people would not have to stand in line too much to wash. These jars were a sign of people wanting to find a way to purify themselves enough to be in the presence of God. Though the thought was a good one, people had largely forgotten why they did it and so it had become just a meaningless ritual. It was done not to symbolize that a person is working to get closer to God it was done because of social expectation with no meaning behind it. 
Jesus takes this symbol of Jewish ritual and literally has them dump the old water out and fill them back up to the brim. And this new water is turned into between 120 and 180 gallons of wine. Now we don’t know how many people are at the wedding, but no matter, we understand that this represents and incredible abundance of wine. Particularly since most of the guest were probably drunk by this time anyway. 
The important point here is that the way to God no longer is through the traditional rituals. The way to relationship with God was through Jesus. What was a path of joyless ritual has been replaced with a joy filled abundant life with God through Jesus. This replacement is a sign of who Jesus is. The one sent by the Father who is now the only way to the father.
[bookmark: 5]This is leading to the understanding that Jesus is the Messiah that has been waited for. There are many other symbols in the text which lead us to understand that the Messianic age has come and that Jesus is it. The wedding is used in both the Old and the New Testament as symbol of this age of the Messiah. Isaiah 62:4-5 “for the Lord will take delight in you, and your land will be married. As a young man marries a maiden, so will your maker marry you; as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you.” So Jesus, at this wedding performing miracles, is a sign that he is the one that we have been waiting for; he is the messiah. Jesus is the one who has been sent from God. 
The abundance of wine plays into this idea also. In the Old Testament the abundance of wine is a sign of the coming of God’s chosen one and God’s restoration of his people. Amos 9:13 "The days are coming," declares the Lord, "when the reaper will be overtaken by the plowman and the planter by the one treading grapes. New wine will drip from the mountains and flow from all the hills. The harvest of food will be more than they could hope for and there will be wine dripping from the mountains and flowing from the hills.” The wine is not necessarily dripping from the hills but when you have 120 to 180 gallons laying around toward the end of the wedding feast that is surely a sign that there is more than enough. 
All of these signs are here because just prior to chapter 2 John has been telling us about Jesus calling disciples to himself. These guys are all thinking that Jesus is the Messiah. Andrew even says to his brother Simon (Peter) John 1:41 “We have found the Messiah" (that is, the Christ).” But they are not really absolutely sure in their hearts yet. In fact, they don’t believe fully until he has been raised from the dead. 
But what we get in this episode is an indication that what people are saying about Jesus is true. Jesus’ glory has been revealed. Just as the prophets predicted he is setting aside the ritual for a relationship, he is participating in a wedding where God marries his people and they are faithful, he has created abundance in a place which was desolate. He is the only son of God, he is the Messiah the chosen one who is to restore Gods relationship with his people and usher in a new age where God is truly the king over all.
It says that when the disciples saw this they “put their faith in him”. As they put their faith in him they began to take on a new identity. They were people who had a personal relationship with the Son of God. They were walking with God through the world looking at things, not through their own eyes, but through his. They did not figure this out all at once, it was slow in coming; they had to learn. But they were different. They were followers of Jesus. They were people who began to think in terms of being subjects of the High King. They began to think about their world not in terms of evil and injustice being the most powerful things in the world but that their God was the most powerful.
The other day at our small group we were talking about where we see God’s judgment on organizations or different people in our world. And the conversation slowly got around to the idea that there are a lot of bad things happening in our world and to some extent it looks like evil will prevail. There is a sense in which even the people of God have no power in the face of all the difficult things that are happening. I would suggest that this is not the identity of a Christ follower. A Christ follower may not know God’s exact plans for the future but we do know that God’s plan is to draw all people to himself. We know that God’s plan is that justice and righteousness will rule over all the earth not just in our country. We are people who are patient as we wait for God’s deliverance, and his peace to come. At the same time we know that we are called to be a part of bringing those things to be. God has not called us here to sit idly by and watch as others suffer or justice is ignored. We are called to action because that is part of our identity in Christ.
[bookmark: 2][bookmark: 3][bookmark: 4][bookmark: 6][bookmark: 7][bookmark: 8][bookmark: 9]The Prophet Isaiah has said: “A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.  The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him-- the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord--  and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.  Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist. The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them.  The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.  The infant will play near the hole of the cobra, and the young child put his hand into the viper's nest.  They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.”
Our identity today depends on whether we have seen the glory of Jesus Christ, and if we have, are we ready to put our faith fully in him. Our identity begins with faith. We are people of faith. Do you have faith in Jesus today? If so, pray that it may increase and that you will grow closer to him. If not, pray that Jesus would come into your life and take over. Pray that he would reveal his glory to you so that you may believe and follow him.
Let us be in prayer.
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