Having a Common Goal
Last summer was a banner time for me. I have talked several times about different aspects of my trip with Kyle on ATVs through the Idaho/Montana wilderness. The part of the trip I want to talk about today took place on the Montana side. On this particular day we had a clear objective in mind, we wanted to reach Overwhich Falls. On the map it looked like it would be an easy 2 hour ride to get to the falls and we figured that we could make it up there and back to the main road maybe by noon or at least 1:00. At 10:00 in the morning we dropped the trailer by the main road and started our journey. The maps, it turned out, were not very clear or very helpful. They seemed to tell us two different things. One suggested that there was a road that we could follow that would take us most of the way to the falls. The other said that the road was sporadic and we needed to take an ATV only trial which wound its way up the mountain. 
We ended up taking the trail because we thought that was the best way to get to our objective. It turned out that the trail was slow and bumpy and it kind of beat us to death. And in the end the road would have taken us most of the way to the falls. But the big problem we faced was that the maps were not that helpful and the longer we rode the more we began to wonder whether we were on the right track. One time we took off down a side road thinking it would lead in the right direction only to find that it was a dead end. We had to back track and go up the trail again. 
There came a point about two and a half hours into the ride when we stopped and sat down to look at the map. We were in an area that didn’t look like a promising place to find a water fall. According to the map it looked like we should have already reached the falls. It was discouraging for me. I was wondering out loud if we shouldn’t turn around and go back. But Kyle wanted to find the falls and he had this mission set squarely in his mind and he was not going to let go of it. There was a difference between Kyle and me. I was ready to turn around, I was afraid that we might not have enough fuel; I let my dedication to the mission slip a little and I let fear take the place of my goal. But Kyle had the goal clearly in mind and he was going to make it. So we set off again and I don’t think it was more than another half hour before we came to the falls. We took pictures of it and everything because we were so amazed that we found it.
But we only made it to Overwhich Falls that day because we had a clear mission and we stuck to it no matter what. How important it is to know your mission and to keep it in focus if you are going to accomplish it. So today we are going to focus on the mission of the church. 
[bookmark: 6]The passage we read from the book of Acts today is meant I think as a statement of mission for the early church. After the resurrection it says that Jesus appeared to his disciples over forty days and during that time spoke to them about the Kingdom of God. What he spoke to them about specifically we do not know but it is reasonable to assume that it had a lot to do with how they were to live as a community in the years to come. In that period of time Jesus gives them this command: Acts 1:4-5 "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." So here is the first part of the mission and the command is that we wait. The first part of our mission is that we are supposed to wait for the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
What does it mean to wait for the gift of the Holy Spirit? Back when the telegraph was the fastest means of long-distance communication, there was a story, perhaps apocryphal, about a young man who applied for a job as a Morse code operator. Answering an ad in the newspaper, he went to the address that was listed. When he arrived, he entered a large, noisy office. In the background a telegraph clacked away. A sign on the receptionist's counter instructed job applicants to fill out a form and wait until they were called to enter the inner office.
The young man completed his form and sat down with seven other waiting applicants. After a few minutes, the young man stood up, crossed the room to the door of the inner office, and walked right in. Naturally the other applicants perked up, wondering what was going on. Why had this man been so bold? They muttered among themselves that they hadn't heard any summons yet. They took more than a little satisfaction in assuming the young man who went into the office would be reprimanded for his presumption and summarily disqualified for the job.
Within a few minutes the young man emerged from the inner office escorted by the interviewer, who announced to the other applicants, "Gentlemen, thank you very much for coming, but the job has been filled by this young man."
The other applicants began grumbling to each other, and then one spoke up saying, "Wait a minute--I don't understand something. He was the last one to come in, and we never even got a chance to be interviewed. Yet he got the job. That's not fair."
The employer responded, "I'm sorry, but all the time you've been sitting here, the telegraph has been ticking out the following message in Morse code: `If you understand this message, then come right in. The job is yours.' None of you heard it or understood it. This young man did. So the job is his."
When it comes to God’s mission in the world through the church the Holy Spirit is always present sending out messages for us to hear; the question is are we ready and willing to hear. Sometimes we can wait and wait and wait and never hear anything, but that has to be our fault not the Spirit’s. The messages are there the signs are there, but we have to be willing to hear them and then have the courage to respond. 
[bookmark: 19][bookmark: 20]What kinds of messages are being sent. Matthew 28:18-20 “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
[bookmark: 38]Matthew 28:10 “Do not be afraid.”John 4:35 “I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.” John 6:35 “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.” John 7:37-38 “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him."” John 8:12 “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” John 16:33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” Can you hear them? Do they reach clear down to your heart? Have these messages taken hold of you so that you understand the mission? The Holy Spirit has been given so that we would be reminded of all the things Jesus has said and that we would then be open to actively working to bring his mission to life again. 
Too often we come to church and we wait without being willing to really listen, to notice what the Holy Spirit is doing and saying. When waiting for the Holy Spirit we have been waiting for a comforter, one who will make what we are called to do seem easy and comfortable; almost effortless. We wait for a time when sharing God’s love will be convenient and learning to live in God’s light will come to us without fear or worry or having to trek into the unknown. But we wait for a comforter like that in vain. It is not going to happen. In fact, it is a mistranslation of the word for Holy Spirit.
The word used by John Wycliffe in 1382 to mean comforter meant something very different back then. It came from the Latin word fortis, which means brave. The comforter is the one who fills men and women with courage and with strength to do what needs to be done. We wait for comfort when we should be looking for fortitude, the guts to live life like the saviour we have chosen to follow. Waiting is the pursuit of the fortitude necessary to carry out the mission. We are looking for the guts to invite our friends to this place so that they can meet God also. We are looking for the guts to stand up at work and say I am a Christ follower and so I don’t think that joke or comment or whatever, was appropriate.
It says that when the Holy Spirit comes and we get the strength and courage we need to move forward that we will then be witnesses to what God has done in our lives. A witness is someone who can say, “This is what I know, this is what I have experienced.” This is my personal experience of who God is. I have stopped my pursuit of life, liberty, and happiness long enough to understand who God is and what he has done for me. A witness lives like God intends so that others will see that God is good, the way you live is a witness to God’s grace and blessing in your life.
[bookmark: 26]John 14:25-26 “All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.” 
We have the church as a tool to lead each other to find the guts we need to complete our mission. But how does the church do that? We do it by having a common mission and sticking with it, not turning aside or giving up. 
What is our mission, what is your mission? Your mission, if you have the guts to do it, is to share with people you know how the love of God has changed your life. Our mission is to introduce the people we know who do not know God with the one who created them and help them have a life-long lasting relationship with him so that we can change the world. 
We do that here by inviting people to come to our church with us. We witness to them why we come here and what it is about God that keeps us here. And honestly I can’t tell you what you are supposed to say to people about that. You need to do some soul searching. Why do you come here? How have you experienced God here? These are important questions to answer because you know honestly no one cares that you have friends here. It is not a bad thing that you do, but no one cares. They can find friends anywhere, what they need is Jesus, they are looking for a connection to the divine and you may be the one who can lead them there. 
Once they come and try church then we try to connect them to a small group for Bible study, friendship, and service. In those groups we encourage each other to seek God’s Holy Spirit and to gain the courage and strength to continue the mission. Our goal is to teach them what Jesus has taught and encourage them to be devoted to God in worship and in their living, and that they might find healing for their hearts and minds. And eventually, our goal is that they would be sent out to share what God has done for them with others, inviting them, nurturing them and connecting them with God.
That is our mission. It is a cycle of Grace that doesn’t seem to happen in a very linear way, nor do any two people seem to follow exactly the same path. It is very organic and a little bit messy. Sometimes I have to admit that it seems like we have been going and going and going and that we must be off the map, because we don’t seem to be getting where we had hoped. But we keep going and when we pay attention we begin to see a little progress here and a bit of new light there. A person who never thought about God is suddenly learning more about him every day and they find the courage to testify to that. Someone who was broken hearted has found new hope because of what God has done for them through the church and you see a new smile grow. Someone who was alone and new in the community finds a home here with people who care about them. God’s love is shared in practical ways in the community and a few people begin to see hope for their lives in ways they never did before. 
I think sometimes we lack the appropriate language for what we see God doing in our world. I am as guilty of this as anyone. Something good happens to us like signing a lease with Clear Wire which will pay the church $1000 a month. We can take the credit for it, but friends, that is God blessing our church. We can hear from someone who has received healing and talk about how good their doctors were, but that was the work of God. We can praise Tim and Miki for their unselfishness in undertaking a trip to Belize at their own expense in both time and money, but really that is God’s blessing on the people of Belize. 
It might be small but it is there. And as we stick to that common mission and keep working toward our goal, God’s Holy Spirit surrounds us and gives us courage and strength to keep on Going. Are you still part of the mission or have you given up? Jesus is still calling you and waiting for you to have the courage to live out the mission he has given you and all of his disciples. 
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