God Never Stops Working
Have you ever thought about God as a worker? What is God’s Job? Does God do anything or does he just sit around doing nothing every day? It is an interesting thought because you know that we don’t tend to trust people who do not work. We set Retirement and disability aside, but those who are able and not working are people that we might consider lazy, or irresponsible. If we don’t think of God as a worker is that how we would think of him, is God lazy? Or, is your picture of God the picture of someone who has an enormous task and works tirelessly to complete it.
This is the third installment in our summer series on the Gospel of John as we try to understand the Christian identity. The first aspect of our identity is that we are people of faith and we have faith that because Jesus has come we can have a personal relationship with God and trust that God’s justice and righteousness can be known in our time. The second aspect of our identity as Christ followers is that we know that God is present with us at all times. We learn to see the hand of God in our lives and through all circumstances. Today we are looking at a third aspect of our identity, and that is seeing and knowing and acting as if Jesus and God are one. God is a worker who never stops working.
In our scripture lesson today we have a sort of hidden message. It is a message that you cannot understand unless you had been versed in rabbinical writings. Jesus was in Jerusalem for one of the feast days. There was a rule that if you were an adult Jewish male and you lived within	15 miles of Jerusalem you were required to attend the feast days and worship at the temple. Jesus was a person who honored the worship and traditions of his people and so he had come to town for this celebration.
[bookmark: 7][bookmark: 8][bookmark: 9]As he entered town through one of the gates there was a pool there called Bethesda (house of the flowing). This was a regular pool that seems to have had a tradition of healing that had grown up around it. There was a belief that occasionally the waters of the pool would be troubled. When that occurred it signaled that an angel had touched the waters and the first person in would be healed of their illness, whatever it was. As Jesus stands by this pool he notices a man who had been ill for 38 years who was lying there waiting for the possibility of healing. Jesus says to the man, John 5:6 “Do you want to get well?" The guy really doesn’t know what to think because even though he is sitting next to this magical healing pool he is sure that his case is hopeless. John 5:7-9 "Sir, I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me." Then Jesus said to him, "Get up! Pick up your mat and walk." At once the man was cured; he picked up his mat and walked.” 
Now, this all happened on the Sabbath day and as this man was walking home with his mat he was cornered by a group of Pharisees. They noticed that he was doing something that was illegal on the Sabbath. You were not allowed to care a burden of any kind. They would argue that you could not even carry a needle in your robe on the Sabbath because that was a burden. And this guy was carrying his bed. If you were caught and you had done it intentionally the penalty was that you would be stoned to death. So these were serious charges, not just a pat on the wrist that we would expect. This guy was just healed of an incurable disease and now he finds himself fighting for his life once again.
Eventually the Pharisees figure out that it was Jesus who told him to pick up his mat and walk and so they leave the ex-invalid alone and begin to persecute Jesus. But Jesus said this to them, John 5:17 "My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am working." This seems like a strange defense because to us it doesn’t really make sense. But Jesus’ message here is actually very clear. There are two ways that Jesus traditionally defends himself when he is accused of violating the Sabbath. In some parts of the Bible he argues that he can work on the Sabbath on humanitarian grounds. In Luke 13:15 Jesus heals a woman on the Sabbath and then says that on the Sabbath a person can water their animals or pull in out of a hole, why wouldn’t you do the same for a person. The second defense is on theological grounds. In Matthew 12:5-6 Jesus reminds the Pharisees that temple priests are allowed to work on the Sabbath as they perform their duties in the temple. But he says, “I tell you one greater than the temple is now here. The son of man is the Lord of the Sabbath.”
This last statement is similar to the argument that Jesus is using in today’s scripture. Jesus is reminding the Pharisees that in their discussions about the Sabbath they had agreed that even God did not stop all his work on the Sabbath. After the creation it says that God rested, but they recognized that there were still things that happened on the Sabbath that only God had control of. People were still born on the Sabbath, and people still died on the Sabbath. Since only God could give life and only God was able to judge the fate of those who died then God had to be active on that day when these things happened. But for the Pharisees this divine prerogative to work on the Sabbath belonged only to God. In claiming that because his father was working that he too would also be at work, Jesus is making the blatant claim that he is God, and that God is a worker. 
So what does this have to do with the Christian identity? Jesus is identifying himself with God and with God’s work. Jesus is not doing his own thing he is doing the work that his father has set for him to do. This is not just busy work but it is work that has lasting and eternal ramifications. And while Jesus clearly understood what he was doing and what he was supposed to do, sometimes the work of God seems way beyond our reach.     
There's a popular surfing video that captures well what it feels like to step into the awesome work of the kingdom of God. Let’s take a look.
The video starts with famed surfer Laird Hamilton upright on his board. He is holding on to a rope being towed along the water by a jet ski. You sense a massive wave rests just underneath Laird and the jet ski, but the camera is focused in a manner that you can't quite tell how big it is. 
As Laird gains speed via the power of the jet ski, you begin to see that he is on the downward slope of the wave. He lets go of the rope and the jet ski moves out of the camera's view. The focus is on Laird alone. As the camera pulls back, back, back, you see the surfer for what he is—a mere speck on a wave so enormous it defies comprehension. You realize that Laird is standing on the crest of a 65-foot breaker. The wave curls and the surfer zooms down its face, propelled by the wall of water crashing around him, exhilarated by the ride of a lifetime.
Like the wave, God's kingdom is on the move. It is enormous beyond our comprehension, and it's there whether we're ready to catch it or not. Should we want to ride this wave, we soon learn that it travels so fast, we can't do a thing on our own power. Our paddling simply won't do. We need the Holy Spirit to tow us along to get up to speed. Even when we catch it, we still don't do the bulk of the work. We are simply willing to ride the wave of what God is doing, exhilarated all the while by its awesome nature.
God is a worker and his work goes on no matter what. The question for us today is do we identify with the work of God or not. Is our identity as a Christian tied into the work that God is doing? Do we think of ourselves as God’s children to the point that we can say, "My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am working."  Are we catching the wave or ignoring that it exists. You can ignore what God is doing. I can ignore the waves that pound Washington coast line but my ignoring them does not mean they cease to exist or that they somehow are less powerful. Their work goes on whether I pay attention or not. The same is true of the work of God. So our identity as Christians has to be focused on and in the work of God if we are going to catch this wave. How do we make that happen? Here are a couple of possibilities.
First of all we need to identify ourselves as God’s children. This may sound like it is way off the point  but you may know that in days gone by that often times the children would take on the work of the parent. In fact, Jesus became a carpenter like his father. He was related to Joseph in that he was apprenticed too and took on the work of the father. It still happens some in our time where a family will pass on a business or a farm that has been in the family for years and the children recognize their connection to the family by their work. 
In the same way we are related to God, not only through a long distance relationship but also through our work. We identify ourselves as God’s children as we do the kind of work that Jesus did and Jesus taught his disciples to do. Our work is part of our identity. What determines whether we are a church of Christ followers or just a church? The work that we accomplish!
I think another factor in this is that we need to identify ourselves as part of the work, not the whole work. The wave of God’s kingdom is huge. It is deeper than we can see, it goes on farther than we can see and the power that it contains is hard to measure. We also cannot see all of its effects. We can see it welling up on the surface, but what is going on down below where we cannot see? It has affected many other things before it has come to us and it will affect many other things after it has passed us by. We are just a small part of the work of God’s kingdom, but we are essential to it at the same time. It is the collective work of God’s Holy Spirit calling His people into the wave and they being shaped and moved and transformed by the wave that is its ultimate purpose. The work of God is our work.
Finally, we need to allow the Holy Spirit to tow us onto the face of the wave. Thomas a Kempis, in his book “The Imitation of Christ”, described the wave of God’s kingdom this way.
“God, who is eternal, infinite, supremely mighty, does great and unfathomable things in heaven and in earth, and there is no understanding his wonderful works. If the works of God could easily be grasped by human understanding they could not be called wonderful or too great for words.”
If we are going to catch this wave we have to set aside our fears about what might be and what could happen and admit that in God’s work we cannot predict or control what will be; we can only go.
My brother got a new boat two years ago and when he did he was trying to teach me how to wake surf. Wake surfing begins with the boat moving forward producing a wave and you slip off the back of the swim platform riding a board and holding onto a rope. When you are ready you are supposed to let go of the rope and ride the wave. I never even got close to letting go of the rope. There is a lot of fear involved in riding a wave. We lose control, we have to step out on faith, and we have to trust in the power of the wave rather than our own. 
The same is true in surfing the wave of God’s kingdom. We let go of control and we have to trust in God. It will not be easy, because easy is just ignoring the wave, but it will be fruitful because God is in it. Riding that wave will tell us more about who we are, it will solidify our identity.
Our Identity as followers of Jesus is tied up in the work of God in the world. Without that work we have no identity. Jesus took on the work of His father, and we are called to join him in that work as we call ourselves Children of God.
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