God Cares About Our Needs

Who in your life meets your needs? Do you think about that often? I think in general we have a tendency to take for granted the people who meet our needs. I was thinking about this a few weeks ago when I was up in Idaho ridding my motorcycle with a friend from High School. One of the days it was raining really hard and we didn’t want to ride so I decided to go out and visit my parents. So I called them up to see what they were doing and they invited my friend his wife and myself to dinner that night. So my Mom was putting together dinner on short notice, but Mom knows that I love bread, especially homemade rolls for dinner. So when we got there she had some homemade rolls baking and they smelled wonderful. So, do you know what it is like when someone does something for you that really hits the spot? I could step back from that evening and really appreciate that my Mom loves me because she meets some needs that only a mother really can. 
We are in week four of our search for our identity as a follower of Christ. And this week we are going to learn about how God takes care of our needs. Part of our identity is that we are people who know, who have faith that God provides. As John lays out this story in our scripture today he is weaving another peace into the tapestry that is our faith. When you leave today I want each person to be more aware that God does provide, than you were when you came.
As we read in the Gospel of John beginning in Chapter six we see that Jesus is still in the area of Galilee. He is not in the big cities where people of wealth have gathered. He is out with the ordinary folks like you and I. John tells us that Jesus now has a crowd that is following him because they have heard that he is doing a lot of miracles. So at first glance these people seem as if they are following a side show. We could kind of stop and ask ourselves if this isn’t just a great source of entertainment for them. But, John alludes to the fact that what they were after was much deeper than that. He signals this by telling us that (John 6:4) “the Jewish Passover Feast was near”. So when this occurred the men in all of these small villages were preparing to walk to Jerusalem so that they could participate in the Passover sacrifice. (Now, I want you to remember that because this little phrase because it seems really insignificant but it is the idea that drives the rest of the story so hold onto that.) They were preparing to sacrifice because they were remembering and celebrating the God who has met the needs of their ancestors and themselves for a couple thousand years. Their God is a God who cares about their needs, this fact is a part of their identity and they celebrated that on a regular basis.
[bookmark: 5][bookmark: 6][bookmark: 7]Now there are at least a couple of different ways to think about how God meets our needs throughout life. The first is that God is able to meet needs in a situation where there does not seem to be any human solution. The scripture says this: John 6:5-7 “When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, "Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?" He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.  Philip answered him, "Eight months' wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!" Clearly the disciples do not think that this situation has any solution at all in the human realm. First of all Philip was from Bethsaida which was a town about nine miles away from where they were. If there was anyone who would know where you could procure a large quantity of food he was the one. But he could not think of any way to come up with enough food to feed five thousand adults. 
In our time when there are catering businesses all over the place that can do that kind of thing it would still not be an easy task to get someone in the Tri Cities who could cater a meal for 5000 people. So the first aspect of this that was impossible was simply finding that much food anywhere. The second problem was that even if they were able to find that much food and get it together they didn’t know how they would pay for it. Philip figured that it would take eight months wages for the average worker to make sure that each person got at least a bite. 
Now let’s think on that for just a minute. Think about what your take home pay is per month, if it is not a set amount, pick an average amount and get that pictured in your head. Now multiply by 8 and think of that number. In my case that is about 32,000. Can you imagine yourself coming up with enough money to feed five thousand people on the spur of the moment? Of course not, because it is both physically and financially impossible. In fact, that is the point of asking Philip this question in the first place. What Jesus wanted to do here was outside the realm of human possibility. There is no way on their own that the disciples are going to make this happen. This is one of the ways that God meets our needs, he meets them when there is no human solution to the problems that we face. When there is no longer any human possibility there is God. 
[bookmark: 8][bookmark: 9][bookmark: 10][bookmark: 11]When it becomes clear that there is no human solution to this problem nobody seems to have told Peter’s brother, Andrew. He has been out in the crowd searching for possibilities. Now, he doesn’t really know what he is looking for but he is trying to assess what they might have that would move them in the right direction. This is one of the attributes of Christian leaders that they continue to look for possibilities even when the solution seems humanly impossible. Andrew seems to be aware that often times God uses what we have and what is available to meet our needs in ways that we could not imagine. John 6:8-11 It says, “Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, spoke up, "Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?" Jesus said, "Have the people sit down." There was plenty of grass in that place, and the men sat down, about five thousand of them. Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish.” 
 James and the Giant Peach is a story about an orphan boy, James, who is forced to live with his two cruel aunts. He dreams about escaping to a wonderful place across the ocean that his parents had told him about—New York City. When a sympathetic stranger appears with a bagful of magic, James begins his journey with a giant peach and bizarre, life-size insects. Along their journey they are tempted to think they do not have everything they need, but when they stop and look around they realize that they have all they need. Let’s take a look…..
Isn’t it true that when we think something really big needs to happen we tend to over look the small things that might help in favor of something really big that will make sense as a solution to the problem. We over look small things because we don’t think that we can do anything with what we have, that what we have will never be enough, will never meet the need. God looks at our lives in a very different way. He sees small things like 5 loaves and 2 fish as a place to begin, something to work with. The young man was willing to offer what he had even if it didn’t seem possible that it would be enough. God knew that it would be enough and transformed this young man’s willingness into a meal that would feed five thousand people.
In his book A Sweet and Bitter Providence, John Piper offers these thoughts about God meeting our needs: “Life is not a straight line leading from one blessing to the next and then finally to heaven. Life is a winding and troubled road. Switchback after switchback. And the point of biblical stories like Joseph and Job and Esther and Ruth is to help us feel in our bones (not just know in our heads) that God is for us in all these strange turns. God is not just showing up after the trouble and cleaning it up. He is plotting the course and managing the troubles with far-reaching purposes for our good and for the glory of Jesus Christ.” Christ followers are people who recognize that God can do more with what we have than we think possible. So we offer what we have to God in faith and look for his provision.
[bookmark: 29][bookmark: 30][bookmark: 31][bookmark: 32][bookmark: 33][bookmark: 34][bookmark: 35]Finally, I said earlier that the reference to the Passover was important here and this is why. Later on in this chapter Jesus leaves the area. But the people who had been fed in this miraculous way follow him because they like the idea of having as much food as they want. Jesus tells them, John 6:27 “Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.” Then the conversation begins to shift a little bit as the people try to understand how they are find this food that does not spoil. John 6:28-35 They ask, "What must we do to do the works God requires?"  Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent."  So they asked him, "What miraculous sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What will you do? Our forefathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written: 'He gave them bread from heaven to eat.'"  Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world." "Sir," they said, "from now on give us this bread." Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life.”
The Passover is a celebration of God’s deliverance. The manna that God provided in the desert became a symbol to these people of the fact that God does cares about the needs of his people. As they celebrate the Passover in this setting Jesus is declaring to them that God continues to save. God has sent the “Bread of Life” into the world so that the people would continue to have their needs meet, and that God’s presence and power would be felt. Jesus himself replaces the manna of the exodus. 
What Jesus has done is to fulfill the vision of the prophet Isaiah when he said: Isaiah 49:9-11 “say to the captives, 'Come out,' and to those in darkness, 'Be free!' "They will feed beside the roads and find pasture on every barren hill. They will neither hunger nor thirst, nor will the desert heat or the sun beat upon them. He who has compassion on them will guide them and lead them beside springs of water.  I will turn all my mountains into roads, and my highways will be raised up.” You may not feel like a captive today, but there may come a time in your life when you do. On the other hand, you may be feeling bound by something today; an illness, or a difficult relationship, a struggle in your marriage. Maybe you are bound by your past or you are in bondage to debt and struggle with your finances. Jesus has made himself available because he cares about your needs, and is looking for opportunities to bring you deliverance.
Part of the identity of a Christ follower lies in our belief, our complete faith, that God knows our needs and cares about them. We are people who believe that some way; somehow God will provide a way for our needs to be met. Sometimes it happens in miraculous ways, sometimes not. Sometimes God uses the ordinary things we have, when we are willing to put ourselves out there and take a risk, to provide in ways that we could not dream of. Sometimes we simply have to open our eyes to the ways that God is providing and acknowledge the gift. But always God provides for us the bread of life which is a close relationship with him. This happens for us as we seek a deeper understanding of Jesus himself. As Jesus says, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent." 
When we share in Holy Communion it is a reminder of the Passover celebration of God’s deliverance. Jesus has become God’s manna in the wilderness, God’s source of provision for those who follow him. It is the body and blood of Christ so that we may be nourished and our needs may be met. It is part of who we are, to eat this meal. It is part of who we are to trust in God to meet our needs.
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