Get in the Game
One of my favorite things to do as a child was to read the Sunday comics (or the funnies as we called them). Of all the comics I read, the one that I never missed was the Peanuts strip. In one of those cartoons, Lucy demands that Linus change the channel on the TV and then threatens him with her fist if he doesn’t. “What makes you think you can walk right in here and take over?” asks Linus. “These five fingers,” says Lucy. “Individually they’re nothing but when I curl them together like this into a single unit, they form a weapon that is terrible to behold.” “Which channel do you want?” asks Linus. Turning away, he looks at his fingers and says, “Why can’t you guys get organized like that?” 
While I don’t condone Lucy’s methods, however effective they might prove to be, she does give us a powerful illustration of how the Church, the Body of Christ, is designed to work together. Remember what she said, “Individually they’re nothing but when I curl them together like this into a single unit, they form a weapon that is terrible to behold.” It is when we come together that we become an effective instrument for sharing the love of the Jesus Christ.
[bookmark: 21][bookmark: 22][bookmark: 23][bookmark: 25][bookmark: 26][bookmark: 27]But there is one thing you have to notice about this illustration. The fingers can’t do anything unless they are acting together and if one decides to not play the game the rest are kind of in limbo. 1 Corinthians 12: 21-27 “The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the feet, "I don't need you!" On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honor to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” 
You can’t make a fist with one finger sticking out. If you do and you try to use that as weapon it will end up hurting you more. It is so in the body of Christ, you can’t have four fingers ready to band together and move forward with the objective and have one finger that just wants to sit this one out. There is a connection in the body that makes that kind of thing very difficult. What it really does is that it makes the work of the others ineffective, it takes away their power. 
That is the way it is in the body of Christ. When some decide that they have no gifts or that they would rather not use their gifts in the body it doesn’t just hurt that person it takes power away from the whole body. The efforts of those who are doing something are diminished because some choose not to get in the game. 
I was watching the NFL draft a couple of weeks ago. I figured since we might not have a football season this might be my only chance to get near the game this year. As I was watching I heard the speakers tell a story about Cam Newton who was the number 1 overall pick this year going to the Carolina Panthers. Cam is a controversial figure both on and off the field. Off the field he has been accused of stealing a computer and cheating on school exams and his father allegedly received $200,000 for Cam to play at Auburn. On the field, many believe that he will struggle with a pro-style offense the way that Vince Young has struggled. They say he is just a runner not a true Quarterback. Whatever you think about his situation he made a statement the day after he was drafted. He went straight to the team headquarters which was open for part of the day due to an injunction that sought to lift the lockout the teams were under. In that time he spoke with coaches and picked up a playbook. Hours later the injunction was rescinded and the lockout was reinstated, but Newton had the playbook. What he really did in that move was to say to everyone watching, “I am going to be in the game. I am going to give it a try, I am going to do whatever I can to make this work.” He showed commitment. He doesn’t even know if he will play one play this year but he is in the game.
The same is true for Christ followers, we need to get into the game. As I was reading chapter 12 of 1 Corinthians over and over again I kept reading one phrase that sort of began to stand out. At the very end of the chapter Paul has listed some of the different gifts of the Holy Spirit that are important to the church. Then he says, 1 Corinthians 12:31 “But eagerly desire the greater gifts.” What this means is that there were some people in the church who were happy to have spiritual gifts but the gifts they desired were those which were easier to deal with. The gifts of the Spirit that were ecstatic in nature, like speaking in tongues etc, were valid spiritual gifts but they were not the ones that Paul considered the most important. They gave other people a great show. It demonstrated to someone else that you had a deep faith and spiritual experience but it really did nothing for the body of Christ. They were not bad things to do but they were not things that meet the core needs of the body, they were things that often met the needs of those who were doing them.
But the thing that is most important to me about this phrase is that Paul suggests that the gifts that we receive for the good of the body are often determined by our desire to do them. We can sit around all our lives waiting to receive a gift to be used for the body of Christ and in service to our Lord but until we act it might never come. If we do not get into the game and have a desire to make a difference for God, change will not happen.
Desire is often cited as the difference between football players who can really excel and those who do not. It is one thing to be chosen #1 in the first round of the draft and it is quite another thing to live into your potential and often times that is driven by desire. Do you want to learn, are you willing to change something about yourself? Are you willing to sacrifice in order to be part of the team? Among people that are successful there are two things that they have. First they have some built-in gifts and abilities, they have some talent, athleticism, skills. But the second thing they have is a desire to have the greater gifts. 
So here is Paul telling us that if we really want to be a part of God’s team, if we really want to make a difference through our church we have to first recognize the gifts and talents that God has given us. We know that each of us has been given some gift to use for the good of the whole. “Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.” We know that these gifts are different for each person and we know that they are all necessary. But then we also have to have a desire to use those gifts and make them work. Desire in this instance is really speaking about passion. Having a belief in God and God’s kingdom that is so deep that you cannot help but move toward it more fully. 
A person who exemplified this kind desire was Edward Bounds. Edward McKendree Bounds was trained and apprenticed as an attorney, but instead of pursuing a legal career, he entered the ministry in his early twenties. In 1859 he was ordained as pastor of the Monticello Methodist Church in Missouri. 
Later on Bounds was a chaplain in the Confederate States Army during the American Civil War. He was captured by the Union Army in Franklin, Tennessee and later released. After his release, he worked to build up the spiritual state of Franklin by starting weekly prayer sessions. He was driven to this by the things that he had witnessed in the war and how it was tearing the American community apart. He himself felt powerless to do anything but he knew that he could pray. So he turned to prayer with a deep desire to have a greater gift. A gift that would make a difference for God. 
He based his ministry on the words of Jesus in Matthew 5:6, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness for they will be filled.” He had a desire and it was filled.
Eventually, Bounds was an associate editor of the official Methodist newspaper, The Christian Advocate, and is best known for his numerous books on the subject of prayer. 
God has declared that you are gifted. You are called to use your gifts for him and to eagerly desire greater gifts than you might be able to imagine right now. He is calling you to get in the game, to make a commitment, to confer distinction on his church through your gifting.
Why do we need to get in the game? Because we are the body of Christ! Christ is no longer with us in a physical sense but his spirit is guiding us and we are the physical presence of Christ. Christ no longer has hands and feet in this world and so he has built a body for himself out of us. So when he needs someone healed he sends his people to work at Grace Clinic and support that enterprise financially to bring healing and wholeness to his people. When he sees someone who is down on their luck trying to start over again after serving time in prison he sends men from our church to meet at Dayspring ministries and meet their needs. When he needs to get the attention of people who don’t think of him very often he sends you to wash cars for free to remind those people that God loves them. When he sees that some are hungry he calls on us to make a special run to the store and bring food to share with those in need. When he sees a whole culture of people who don’t know about his love he sends someone like Claire Patterson to leave her comfortable life to share the good news of his love with them. At the same time he knows that Claire is going to need support to follow through with her commitment and so God puts her together with us and the body is strengthened.
When God has children in the church who need to be taught about the love of Christ and encouraged to live a life that is full of desire for God he calls people like you to step forward and teach the children, to desire what God desires and use their gifts. When his church needs more helpers in youth ministry he calls people just like you to eagerly desire that these young people would be nurtured in the love of God. When God sees people in the church who need to be connected in a small community where they can grow in faith and in desire for God’s will in their life he calls out someone like you to be a small group leader. We could go on and on. But Jesus has no hands but our hands. There is a poem written by Annie Johnson Flint written in the early 1900’s Whose first lines continues to speak to us today.
Christ has no hands but our hands to do His work today
He has no feet but our feet to lead men in the way
He has no tongue but our tongue to tell men how He died
He has no help but our help to bring them to His side.
 
	Let’s pretend that today you have been drafted into the body of Christ. It is a prestigious award. You have gifts and skills that have been given to you, created in you, by your father in heaven.  The question today is, are you going to have the desire, to really make a difference? 
	If you are ready to get in the game today I would like you to take out your bulletin insert today and write your name on it. Below that in the next couple of minutes think about the gifts you have been given and how they might be used in the ministry of the church and beyond. This is not a test! This is a statement by you that you recognize the gifts God has given you and you are interested in gaining the desire to do his will in the world. When you have filled that out I want to invite you into a time of prayer.
	We will ask God to awaken the gifts within us and fill us with the desire to explore these gifts and use them in his service. Then, I don’t want you to turn that sheet of paper in to anyone. Because if you do that it will no longer be your responsibility to figure out your gifts and use them for Christ. So keep it as a promise between you and God. Then, talk to people, talk to myself, or Amanda or Jill. If you don’t know who those people are just talk to the person sitting next to you and ask how to get involved in ministry. Don’t you think it is high time to get in the game?
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